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Kuipers & Maest (2006) 
• Since 1975, 183 major hard-rock mines have 
operated in the US, with about half of these 
currently closed. 137 mines triggered NEPA action, 
and 71 had EIS documents available for review.  
• The study found that although most of the 25 case-
study mines predicted no impacts to surface water 
or groundwater quality after mitigation, for the 
majority of the mines evaluated in detail impacts 
have occurred.  
• Of the 25 mines studies in detail, the report finds that 
15 had exceedences of surface water standards 
and 17 had exceedences of groundwater 
standards. Nine had developed acid drainage.  
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